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Kohima to be taught by the bandmaster of the
44th Ghoorka Rifles, and he had a natural ear
for music, and could even sing a little. He
used to get very impatient at times when the
bandsmen were more stupid than usual, and on
one occasion he took to beating them, and
they refused to work any longer under him.
They were imprisoned, and many of them
beaten, but at last, after a great deal of per-
suasion, backed by a few rupees, they were
induced to begin again, and the bandmaster
promised to cease from castigating them
whenever they played a wrong note.

I shall never forget my first introduction
to the bandmaster. He arrived dressed in
what he called his * Calcutta clothes,' of
which he was immensely proud. They con-
sisted of a white frock coat, made in a very
old-fashioned way; black broadcloth con-
tinuations, rather short and very baggy ; a
red-corded silk waistcoat, with large white
spots, and tie to match; turn-down collar
and ancient top hat, constructed in the